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and his mastiff to wreak earthly vengeance upon them in
anticipation of the wrath of Heaven ? "

" Allah be praised ! " they shouted.

" La Allah II AUah ! La Allah II Allah ! " they chanted
fervently.

" The desert will blossom into a garden, I swear it,"
Catapha said.

I laughed.   The desert shook.

" Come, you young fool/' Cartaphilus said, grasping me
by the nape of the neck, and, swinging me, placed me in front
of him on the camel.

We galloped back to our tents. Catapha continued to
scold me, but I heard nothing more. I snored in the arms of
the God of the World.